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Clay County

Comprehensive Plan
Update

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of the local
agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify programs and projects
best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.

The Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils throughout

this evaluation.

1. Overview of County

Clay County’s total resident population is 21,147. Our poverty rate is 37.3% and we
have a median household income of $21,183. The Hal Rogers Parkway (formerly
known as the Daniel Boone Parkway) runs through Clay County. We are 22 miles
from I-75 exits in London, KY. The growing season (freeze to freeze) is at least 175
days, eight out of 10 years, with average rainfall of 49 inches, 25 inches between
April and September. Clay County has 4,178 acres listed as row crop land. Crops
currently grown on this acreage include 300 acres of tobacco, 1200 acres of corn, 22
acres of vegetables and the rest is in hay. Soil tests indicate an acidic soil requiring
amendment in the form of agricultural lime for many agronomic crops. Agricultural
lime is trucked into Clay County from Jackson, Rockcastle or Pulaski Counties.

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
= Traditional agricultural production

Corn, Soybean, Vegetable acreage is increasing. Tobacco acreage is
declining. The trends show that the population has been decreasing over the
past five years. This hurts the agricultural work force. The number of farms
is also decreasing, but there are 243 active farms. Crop sales has also
declined, but high beef prices has kept crop sales steady.

= Non-traditional agricultural production

Several producers are selling vegetables and meat through internet sales.
More producers are now considering vegetable crop production. Forestry
acreage is increasing.



= New & emerging agricultural production

Community Supported Agriculture and internet buying clubs.

= Tobacco dependency

Clay County was a tobacco dependent county. Due to labor shortages and
the age of the producers, tobacco acreage continues to decline.

b. Demographic Data
= Social data

Clay County's population is 21,147 which shows a steady decline over the
past twenty years. The county's elderly population continues to increase
while the youth population decreases. An increasing rate of 37.7% of
population lives below the set poverty level.

=  Economic data

The median income for the county has slowly risen to $21,883 but is less
than half of the state's median income.

2. Assessments of the County
a. Strengths

Available land
Forested acres
Wildlife

People

Gas and oill
People

Road networks



b. Weaknesses

County is located a good distance from urban center to sell products.
Most farmers have little capital to start new ventures.

Clay County lacks crop land needed to develop row crops.
Producers lack marketing knowledge and competent labor.

c. Opportunities

Prison, school, detention center and nursing home have residents that eat three
meals a day, 365 days a year.

Abundance of reclaimed strip mined land.
Utilization of forested land and forest resources.

d. Challenges

Youth are not interested in agriculture careers and youth population is declining.

Land prices are rising making it difficult for youth to go into agriculture.
Increasing environmental pressures

3. County Council Objectives

a. Mission/Vision Statement

Clay County will have a strong agricultural economy that will allow existing
farmers to produce a level of farm income sufficient enough to maintain farm
viability whether full or part time. We will encourage efforts to try to different
enterprises using traditional and new opportunities for marketing.



b. Short term goals

Increase profitability to existing agricultural enterprises through CAIP funds.
Maintain a shared-use equipment for county producers leveraging funds from
Clay County Farm Bureau and the Clay County Conservation District.

c. Long term goals

Continue the search for agricultural enterprises that have the potential to produce
income to keep family farms viable.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds

= Regional partnerships

The Clay County Agriculture Development Council has joined with area
counties to invest in WTA Beef Marketing Alliance facilities and the Jackson

County Regional Food Center. We will continue to look for regional projects
in which to invest.

State Agricultural Development Board resources

The Council will continue to utilize County Agriculture Investment Programs
to help producers to position themselves to compete in their chosen

enterprises. We will also continue to take applications for non-CAIP projects
that meet state guidelines.



= Other local/state/federal resources

The council will utilize other resources as they become available to
supplement GOAP programs.

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

The Council will continue to be involved in evaluating proposals for CAIP as well
as other proposals that are presented to the Council.

b. How is success and failure measured?

Program success is measured by the number of producers that increase
profitability in existing enterprises.

Number of new producers that begin agricultural enterprises.

Number of producers that use new or non-traditional ways of marketing their
products.

Number of producers that are helped.

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

The county comprehensive plan will be reviewed and revised as needed to
coincide with new council members taking office.

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date.
If the email link provided below does not work, please save document and email to:
Tammysue.miller@ky.gov
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