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Comprehensive Plan 
Update 

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of the local 
agricultural economy.  The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify programs and projects 
best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.    

The Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils throughout 
this evaluation. 

1. Overview of County

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
 Traditional agricultural production

 Non-traditional agricultural production



 New & emerging agricultural production

 Tobacco dependency

b. Demographic Data
 Social data

 Economic data

2. Assessments of the County 

a. Strengths



b. Weaknesses

c. Opportunities

d. Challenges

3. County Council Objectives

a. Mission/Vision Statement



b. Short term goals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Long term goals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d. Tactics for leveraging funds 
 
 Regional partnerships 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 State Agricultural Development Board resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Other local/state/federal resources

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

b. How is success and failure measured?

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date.
If the email link provided below does not work, please save document and email to:

Tammysue.miller@ky.gov


	LIST COUNCIL MEMBERS: Jay Filiatreau, Chairman
Tommy Hart, Secretary
Kenny Ice
Lawrence Eastham
Dennis Caldwell
Greg Catlett
Chad Monroe
Anna Reding-Watson
Bob Robinson

	SEND EMAIL: 
	Insert Date: July 1, 2015
	Insert County Name: Nelson County
	INSERT TEXT 1: Nelson County is situated on the western edge of Central Kentucky Bluegrass Region.  We are served by two excellent public school systems, Bardstown Independent and Nelson County, as well as outstanding parochial and private schools.  
Nelson County agriculture is blessed with several very active organizations throughout our community.  Among these are the Nelson County Farm Bureau, The Kentucky Home Pork Producers, The Nelson County Beef Cattle Association, Nelson County High School and Thomas Nelson High School FFA and the Nelson County 4-H Program.  In cooperation with the local Agriculture Extension Service these organizations provide a very strong voice for Nelson County agriculture.
	INSERT TEXT 2: Crop(53%) and livestock(47%) income are a fairly even income source bring- ing in $64,439,000 in 2012. Nelson County ranks 9th in cattle, 7th in hogs  and 11th in milk production.  For the 2012 crop year Nelson County produced 20,512 acres of corn, 21,937 acres of soybeans, 8,268 acres of wheat and 38,145 acres of hay. The value of tobacco was $4,815,000, 28th in the state.
	INSERT TEXT 3:     Nelson County has several fruit and vegetable producers and a couple of nurseries. There is also one large aquaculture operation. There are farmers markets at Bardstown, Bloomfield and Boston. We also have one produce market that will buy quality farm raised produce. There is potential for more non-traditional expansion.
	INSERT TEXT 4: There is one CSA(Community Supported Agriculture) producer in the county. Nelson County has a few producers always looking for other opportunities to make money and will try new things.
	INSERT TEXT 5: Tobacco dependency is not nearly as high now as 8 years ago. Company cuts and lack of contracts have forced several growers to move on to other farm enterprises.
	INSERT TEXT 6: Population  
    Total          Male             Female                Under 18         Over 65
    43,905         21,780             22,125                   12,240             5,360
RACE                                                                        
White   Black    Asian   Hispanic    American Indian/Alaskan
39,251   2,307     133      905                 205
Persons Per Household    3.02              Family Households       13,953      
	INSERT TEXT 7: Median Household Income   $47,651    Persons Below Poverty Level   12.2%
                                                   
Total number of farms    1,326      Land in farms (in acres)   187,755  
Nelson County has a very diverse economic sector including manufacturing, agriculture retail and service industries.                                                                                                                                                                                    
        
	INSERT TEXT 8: We have many strengths in the Nelson County’s Agriculture Community.  We are blessed with very diverse, fertile farmland that is capable of producing row crops, livestock, fruit, vegetables, timber, or aqua culture.  

Other strengths would include excellent natural resources, education opportunities and transportation  systems that include railroad and good highway access.  Nelson County is also blessed with a diverse industrial sector.  These facilities provide an excellent source of off farm income that supplements a large number of Nelson County farm families.  
	INSERT TEXT 9: Off farm income decreases dependence on farming thus decreasing efficiency.

The agriculture labor force is extremely limited. More and more migrant workers are being needed for agriculture production.



	INSERT TEXT 10: Expansion of timber industry.

Expansion of the livestock industry with better utilization of available resources.  Forages, nutrition, and marketing.

Expansion of farmers market activities for both consumer and vendor.

	INSERT TEXT 11: Urbanization causing increased land prices above agriculture viability and division of farm land into smaller tracts.

The average age of producers continue to rise thus causing loss of farm income because of producers not pushing as hard as they once did.
	INSERT TEXT 12: The Nelson County Agriculture Development Council will invest monies from the Kentucky Agriculture Development Fund in proposals that have the potential to increase net farm income and positively effect the quality of life of farm families and Nelson County.  The Council will support innovative ideas in existing farming activities and development of new enterprises.
	INSERT TEXT 13: To assist applicants to develop proposals that are innovative and will improve existing agriculture enterprises or provide new agriculture opportunities for the future.

To support proposals that are environmentally and economically sound.

To support applications within the following areas: The County Agriculture Investment Program, Deceased Animal Removal Program and any other application that can help Nelson County Farmers

	INSERT TEXT 14: To make existing farming enterprises more sustainable.

To continue to improve the agriculture marketing infrastructure.

To provide expanding opportunities for education of the agriculture community.

	INSERT TEXT 15: The Nelson County Agriculture Development Board is always looking for ways to cooperate with other groups in the region to enhance the monies allotted to the county to make a larger economic impact with Master Settlement Agreement funds.
	INSERT TEXT 16: The Council will need to see evidence from the proposals that cost share which includes in-kind, matching money or other support equal to 50% of the total cost of the project will be provided.    The council reserves the right to lower the cost share requirements and limits for non-profit agencies and associations and for proposals that have the opportunity to help great numbers of farmers.  The council reserves rights of refusal for applications they feel do not fall within the scope of the Nelson County Comprehensive Plan.
	INSERT TEXT 17: Some CAIP monies are being able to be utilized alongside SCS and FSA programs to help enhance producer success.
	INSERT TEXT 18: The Council will evaluate each application using the application evaluation criteria outlined by the State Agriculture Advancement Council.   Proposals with clear goals and objectives, strong business and cost share plans and having the opportunity to increase farm profitability will be given strong consideration.  


	INSERT TEXT 19: Applicants may be asked to provide reports to the Council on the progress of individual projects.  Farm visits before and after project completion may be needed to evaluate the progress of each project.  Copies of expenditures (receipts/canceled checks) shall be made available to the Council upon request.  Applicants will be encouraged to share their projects with other farmers through field days, tours and written reports.  The success or failure of each project will be based on the goals of the project and it’s impact on farm profitability.
	INSERT TEXT 20: According to the new guidelines the plan will be revised every 5 years. The existing board at that time will use all possible avenues to poll producers and groups to identify changes that need to be made.


