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Update 

County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of the local 
agricultural economy.  The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify programs and projects 
best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.    

The Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils throughout 
this evaluation. 

1. Overview of County

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)
 Traditional agricultural production

 Non-traditional agricultural production



 New & emerging agricultural production

 Tobacco dependency

b. Demographic Data
 Social data

 Economic data

2. Assessments of the County 

a. Strengths



b. Weaknesses

c. Opportunities

d. Challenges

3. County Council Objectives

a. Mission/Vision Statement



b. Short term goals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Long term goals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d. Tactics for leveraging funds 
 
 Regional partnerships 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 State Agricultural Development Board resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Other local/state/federal resources

3. Evaluation & Review

a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

b. How is success and failure measured?

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

You may save this document to continue editing or to email at a later date.
If the email link provided below does not work, please save document and email to:

Tammysue.miller@ky.gov
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	SEND EMAIL: 
	Insert Date: June 9, 2015
	Insert County Name: Anderson County
	INSERT TEXT 1: Anderson County is located in the outer Bluegrass about 25 miles west of Lexington, 40 miles east of Louisville, and 10 miles south of Frankfort.  The Bluegrass Parkway, US 127 and US 62 run through the county and Hwy. 64 is just north of the county line.  Fifty-one percent of the county is rural and 49 percent is urban.  The county population according to the 2012 census is 21,728.  Eighty-six percent of the population 25 and older has a high school diploma and 18.4 percent of the population has a Bachelor's Degree or higher.  Median household income is $51,817.  Unemployment averages around 7%.  School enrollment for preschool through grade 12 is 4448.  Sixty-one percent of high school graduates are enrolled in college.  In 2014 Anderson County had 716 jobs in the education industry.  Small businesses with less than 20 employees constitute 96% of all businesses and employ 49% of all employees in Anderson County.  Seventy-seven percent of Anderson County residents commute to jobs outside Anderson County.
	INSERT TEXT 2: Anderson County is still a very traditional ag oriented county.  We have approximately 15,000 cows and calves according to the 2011 Agricultural Statistics Service.  We also have 18,500 acres of mixed hay and 1,650 of alfalfa.  Corn and soybeans have increased substantially in recent years.  Tobacco, while still important, is only grown by 29 families.   
	INSERT TEXT 3: Examples of non-traditional agriculture in Anderson County include commercial vineyards and wineries, a commercial day lily farm, small sheep flocks, greenhouse bedding plant production and truck gardeners.
	INSERT TEXT 4: Hop production may offer a niche marketing opportunity for some families.
	INSERT TEXT 5: Twenty-nine families grew tobacco in 2014, growing approximately 290 acres of tobacco.  Farmers with contracts were cut 30-40% in contract poundage for the 2015 crop season.  Farmers without contracts who sold on the open market in 2014 received such low prices that in many cases they did not cover the cost of production.  Only about 20 growers will plant a crop in 2015.
	INSERT TEXT 6: Seventy percent of farms are owned by males and 30% are owned by female operators.  According to USDA 2012 data, 20% of total county employment comes from farming.  The average age of our farmers is 58.9 years of age.
	INSERT TEXT 7: Average farm size in 2012 was 120 acres per farm.  Total ag sales are valued at almost $13 million with cattle and calves making up almost $8.5 million in sales and hay, tobacco, corn and soybeans average $4.3 million.  The 676 farms, according to 2012 census data, total 81,023 acres which represented 62.7% of total county land.
	INSERT TEXT 8: We feel our people are one of our many strengths.  We have a strong work ethic and willingness to work.  According to Safe Choice Security News, we are the 2nd safest place in Kentucky to live and Lawrenceburg is the third most desirable city in the state of Kentucky.Two bourbon distilleries provide lots of by-product feed that is economical for local farmers.The Anderson County Cooperative Extension Service, Anderson County Soil Conservation District, Vocational Agriculture, Anderson County Farm Bureau and Anderson County Cattlemen's Association all have a strong working relationship.  
	INSERT TEXT 9: A long dependence on tobacco as the primary source of farm income has hindered both a need for diversification and the building of a management base into other farm enterprises.  While the 2008 recession and economic downturn greatly slowed housing development, many of our most productive farms are still under pressure from developers.  Grain markets are not very close for local farmers and transportation costs add to the cost of production.  The soil characteristics and topography greatly limit the options available to diversify for a large number of farmers.
	INSERT TEXT 10: As our farm community ages this may possibly offer opportunities for young families to purchase land or to transition into ownership of land.  The potential of crops such as hemp and the by-products made from hemp along with kenaf may offer potential income sources for local farmers.  Being within an hour or so of nearly 100,000 horses offers a potential expansion of cash hay sales.
	INSERT TEXT 11: The average age of our farmers is 58.9 years of age.  The costs of land and equipment presents huge challenges to young farmers interested in farming as a profession.
	INSERT TEXT 12: The Anderson County Agriculture Development Council will recommend investments of money from the Agriculture Development Fund for projects which provide the potential to increase net farm income and positively affect farm families and the communities in which they live.Those proposals that this Council considers sound investments in the future success of agriculture in Anderson County will receive the highest priority.  Consideration will be given to a proposal's short and long-term effects.
	INSERT TEXT 13: Livestock and forage production provides the greatest opportunities to improve farm income for the largest number of farms in the county.  Projects that can increase income by adding production, cutting costs, expanding markets, add value or develop new related enterprises will be given a high priority.  Non traditional agricultural related enterprises can offer opportunities for new and emerging crops.  Sound proposals in these areas will be looked at and evaluated closely.  Lack of knowledge and experience is a limiting factor that keeps many farmers from exploring alternative crops.
	INSERT TEXT 14: Improving the knowledge base and confidence that will allow our farmers to reduce dependence upon tobacco income and expand farm income is the ultimate objective for all projects to be approved.  Those proposals that can show real and significant income potential with viable marketing opportunities and offer long range income for farm families will be most favorably looked upon for approval. 
	INSERT TEXT 15: Proposals that involve cost share must meet state guidelines to be awarded.
	INSERT TEXT 16: The GOAP staff has developed 10 investment area programs that enable County Councils to cost share to farm families who score high enough on the statewide producer questionnaire.
	INSERT TEXT 17: Soil Conservation will provide technical and cost share assistance through Equip and State cost share.
	INSERT TEXT 18: We use the State guidelines and scoring mechanisms.
	INSERT TEXT 19: Success is determined by the number of applicants that complete their proposals - we follow up with site visits as needed.
	INSERT TEXT 20: The county comprehensive plan will be updated and revised every 5 years to ensure it is still relevant to the needs of Anderson County farm families.


