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Breckinridge County
Comprehensive Plan
Update
County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of the local
agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify programs and projects
best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.
The Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils throughout
this evaluation.
1. Overview of County

Breckinridge County lies in the central part of the state and its northern end lies
against the Ohio River and its southern edge is lined by Rough River. The land
mass is the sixth largest at 567 square miles. According to the 2012 census, 361,459
acres were in land acres; 259,774 acres were in farms and 94,705 acres of that were
in cropland. This ground accounted for 1,304 farms. There are 13,414 acres in water.

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)


Traditional agricultural production

There was a net gain of over 10 million dollars from 2007 to 2012 in livestock
and over 13 million dollars in crop sales. This gain shows a strengthened
agriculture industry. Tobacco has been the mainstay of the county, in the
amount of households that it touches.


Non-traditional agricultural production

Breckinridge County producers are diversified and they continue to explore
new ‘niche’ crops and markets. The county also has a history of production
in: bell peppers for canning, pickling cucumbers, banana peppers, pimento
peppers, fresh market tomatoes, sweet corn, pumpkins and small vegetable
production for fresh market delivery. The introduction of direct marketing of
beef and pork to has just begun.



New & emerging agricultural production

Hemp production is being experimented with by multiple farmers in the
county. The interest in local marketing of beef, pork and eggs is an emerging
niche market for some growers.



Tobacco dependency

Breckinridge County is the fourth largest burley tobacco producing county in
the state of Kentucky according to the 2014 NASS. Kentucky ranks first in the
U.S. in burley tobacco production, and second in total tobacco production.
Tobacco is one of Kentucky’s top five agriculture exports and the same is
true for Breckinridge County.
b. Demographic Data


Social data

The county ranks 59th in the state for poverty level with 19.2% persons that
reside in the county considered impoverished in 2010. 59% percent of those
attending school qualify and use the free lunch program. There is a
significantly high rate of teens not in school and not working or 16.6%. But
low percentages, just 9%, of high school students do not graduate on time.



Economic data

The unemployment rate for the county is 7.1%. The top three (3) industries in
Breckinridge County as of 2013 were: Trade, Transportation, & Utilities
21.7%; Services 13.8%; and Manufacturing 9.1%. Agriculture only
employs .4% of Breckinridge County’s workforce. The average weekly wage
of an agriculture employee in Breckinridge County is $555.
2. Assessments of the County
a. Strengths

The county has many strengths. The first and most important is the agricultural
rural community in which we live. The vast amount of open farmland is a
resource that we do not take lightly. We are located between Louisville (to the
Northeast), Owensboro (to the West) and Bowling Green (to the South), and all
are within 1 to 1 ½ hours from any part of the county. We are located South of
the Ohio River, and we have Rough River Lake at our southern edge. With the
vast amount of land, we have an abundant supply of raw products such as corn,
soybeans, wheat, lumber (timber), and livestock.

b. Weaknesses

In the near future, the county will be faced with the problem of overflow of
population from other very congested counties. At the present time, there is no
land use management plan. In the event that the county lures in an industry, the
county will be ill prepared for the needs of a growing population. Other major
threats to the county would be the loss of the farm economy, especially tobacco,
and the loss of the rural community atmosphere due to urban encroachment.
Another weakness is the fact that small growers with niche markets have a
difficult time moving their goods within the county, such as blueberries, and are
faced with extra travel time and expense to sell their products in larger markets.

c. Opportunities

There are many opportunities in agriculture within this county. Being located on
the Ohio River, we have navigable water along the north side of the county. We
are also still very rural and there is much undeveloped land which is available for
agriculture production.

d. Challenges

Transportation, capital outlay, labor and markets for new ventures are the
immediate hurdles that farmers face.

3. County Council Objectives
a. Mission/Vision Statement

To process applications that will benefit as many farms as possible in the county
and at the same time encourage new endeavors.

b. Short term goals

To develop a game plan for the projects, to set goals for the committee and to
reach as many producers in the county as possible with funding. The ideas and
concerns through the surveys and the open meetings will be considered when
reviewing applications for funding through the Ag Development Board. We will
continue to support on-going projects such as the Heartland Bred-Heifer Sale
and the Farmers' Produce Market.

c. Long term goals

Long term goals for the council and the county include improvement of the
marketability of raw products and to create new avenues for the production and
marketing of new products and/or services. The stabilization of our farm
community will help to secure the entire economy of Breckinridge County.
Proposals will be reviewed and emphasis will be given to those that have
secured funds from other sources. Regional Partnerships, State Ag
Development Board Resources and other funding sources will be encouraged.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds


Regional partnerships

Breckinridge County is very fortunate to have a long list of supportive
agriculture businesses, lending agencies, local stockyard, veterinarians, local
grain elevator, ag input suppliers, seed cleaner and a plentiful supply of raw
products such as corn, soybeans, wheat, timber, and livestock.



State Agricultural Development Board resources

The Government and civic organizations that supply continuous support of
the activities and programs that involve the farming community, such
agencies include but are not limited to: Farm Bureau Board, County
Extension Council, NRCS, RC&D, Conservation District and FSA.



Other local/state/federal resources

Rotary Club, Lions Club, Chamber of Commerce, Extension Office, Farm
Bureau, Farm Credit, Church Organizations, and Supportive Fiscal Court.

3. Evaluation & Review
a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

The county must first follow the recommendations of the State Board and must
prioritize accordingly. Tobacco farmers will be given priority and applicants must
have sufficient equity to assure a chance for success. Small farmers must have
an equal access to funding and consideration must be given to what percentage
of the county’s allocation the applicant is requesting.

b. How is success and failure measured?

The applicants must show that they have a review and evaluation process in
their proposal form. These plans must include a profit and loss statement for a
long term project. For programs such as CAIP, these programs must abide by
the state reporting schedule.

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

The plan will be revised by the council. They have many sources of gaining
information from the community including surveys and meetings. Advice and
concerns will be taken into consideration.
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