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Bullitt County Phase I
Comprehensive Plan
Update
County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of the local
agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify programs and projects
best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.
The Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils throughout
this evaluation.
1. Overview of County

Bullitt County, bordering Jefferson County to its south, is rapidly becoming an
urbanized community. In the past 30 to 40 years, Bullitt County has moved from an
agrarian community of some 8,000 people to a suburb of Louisville of about 80,000.
In that process, agriculture and agricultural enterprises have declined as rapidly as
the population has increased. Today, Bullitt County produces less than 6,000 acres
of row crops. Even with this diminutive size, agriculture still provides over 7.2 million
direct dollars to Bullitt County annually.

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)


Traditional agricultural production

Bullitt County's past represents the traditional Kentucky farming of dairy,
beef, tobacco and grain along with burley tobacco production. Today,
enterprises that range in width and depth of the county relate more to beef
and forage production.


Non-traditional agricultural production

None.



New & emerging agricultural production

In response to changes in the lifestyles that people are embracing, Bullitt
County agricultural has expanded to include enterprises such as beekeeping,
organic vegetable production and wineries.



Tobacco dependency

Bullitt County has less than a dozen farmers who carry on the tradition of
raising tobacco within the county. Most work independent of contracts with
the tobacco companies. However, those that do have contracts continue to
improve their techniques and are able to meet the high standards required by
those contracts.
b. Demographic Data


Social data

Population of Bullitt County 2014 estimate = 77955
2013 Percent of population women=50.5 %
2013 Percent of population under 18=23.6 %
2013 Percent of population over 65=13 %
2013 Percent white=96.8%
2013 Percent minority=<4%
Age 25+ with high school or higher education=85%


Economic data

2012 Number of farms=488
2007 Number of farms=519
Average size of farm=95 acres 2012/99 acres 2007
Average age of farmers 2012=60

2. Assessments of the County
a. Strengths

Growing numbers of Bullitt Countians are taking an active interest in living a
more natural way of life. This stems in part from the bedroom community
relationship that we have with the much more urban Jefferson County. The
population continues to increase in the number of people who have some degree
of higher education. This results in the knowledge and desire for healthier living.
Our community partners, the Bullitt County Health Department, Bullitt County
School Board, KIPDA, Soil Conservation and Farm Bureau are all very
supportive of the work done by the Bullitt County Extension Service.

b. Weaknesses

The lack of available farm land and farm supply businesses often times forces
Bullitt County farmers to not only think outside of the box but to look outside of
the county for resources and expansion. Continuing development of
subdivisions and planned neighborhoods has seriously decreased the amount of
land that is remains for farming. Also, the need for employment outside of
farming, that provides a steady income stream and affordable health benefits,
hinders the expansion of many farms. Seasonal help is hard to come by.

c. Opportunities

As we look to the future of farming in Bullitt County, we must look to supporting
the needs of the current farmers as well as the new smaller farms that are
popping up in the county. These smaller farms are able to serve more
specialized areas of need, such as fresh produce for Farmers' Markets, local
honey and eggs and meat produced organically, while allowing new farmers the
opportunity to learn as they grow their farms. Providing research based,
educational opportunities to all farmers will improve their overall success.

d. Challenges

Bullitt County continues to be challenged with the ability to find affordable land for
farming. Due to the proximity to the city of Louisville, land prices are continually
on the rise. The biggest challenge is to impress on local farmers the need for the
services and products that they provide in order to keep them motivated
regarding the future of farming in Bullitt County. The appeal of selling the family
farm and moving the enterprise to a county that is more rural with better land
prices is understandable. More needs to be done to ensure that farming remains
a staple in our community.

3. County Council Objectives
a. Mission/Vision Statement

The Bullitt County Agricultural Development Council has examined the
agricultural history and discussed the prospects of agriculture in Bullitt County.
They feel it is incumbent upon this council to assist in the continuance and
development of agriculture in Bullitt County.

b. Short term goals

In furtherance of that above aim, coupled with the limited amount of funds for
Bullitt County, priority is set for proposals that will be available county wide (such
as educational programs and equipment) versus individual farms. Further, Bullitt
County will give priority to proposals that affect Bullitt County and not regional
proposals. As provided, opportunities through the state Ag development board,
regional partnerships and other local, state and federal organizations will be
utilized to further enhance the position of BCADC.

c. Long term goals

The BCADC will receive proposals that will comply with this comprehensive plan
in promoting and developing the agricultural future of Bullitt County and further
help people improve their lives through an educational process focusing on their
issues and needs. The council will review selected projects in a timely manner to
assure compliance with the submitted plan.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds


Regional partnerships

The BCADC was formed as deemed by Kentucky revised statutes with
membership from the Cooperative Extension Service, Farm Service Agency,
Conservation District and the young farmer community. This group has
solicited input from other community organizations such as Farm Bureau,
Chamber of Commerce, Tourism Commission, Bullitt Central & Bullitt East
FFA members and others.



State Agricultural Development Board resources

With the diverse needs of the farmers in Bullitt County, the BCADC will
continue to support and encourage its clientele to look to all avenues
available for their financial and educational improvement. This includes, but
is not limited to, any funding available through the State Agricultural
Development Board.



Other local/state/federal resources

The BCADC has a strong relationship with Farm Bureau, the Farm Service
Agency and Farm Credit Services. Local farmers are encouraged to seek out
the services provided by these agencies in regards to insurance and financial
needs. Representatives from these groups are invited to come and speak
about their services at meetings held at the Extension Office.

3. Evaluation & Review
a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

Proposals are reviewed and scored for priority need based on CAIP guidelines.
The Bullitt County Cattlemen are the administrators of the program in Bullitt
County. The overall needs of the county are taken into consideration when
making decisions.

b. How is success and failure measured?

The Bullitt County Cattlemen committee, charged with overseeing any funding,
follow up with the farmers and review their paperwork as it is submitted in order
to ensure that the funds are being used for the purpose requested. Any failure or
divergence from intended use would be handled on a case by case basis.

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

Currently, there are no plans to revise the County Comprehensive Plan. The
BCADC feels that the focus and direction of the current plan is meeting the
needs of our county and will continue to do so in the future. While there might
be small changes in the material and information provided to the farmers, the
level of support and encouragement will remain the same.
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