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Daviess County
Comprehensive Plan
Update
County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of the local
agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify programs and projects
best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.
The Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils throughout
this evaluation.
1. Overview of County

Daviess County is a major economic engine for the Green River Area and Western
Kentucky in general. Strategic location on the Ohio and Green River provides an
abundance of highly productive farmland utilized for grain, forage, tobacco and
horticultural crops. The availability of inter modal transportation allows for shipping
agricultural products out and receiving inputs at a minimum cost relative to other
inland agricultural areas. In addition to the economic influence from agriculture,
Daviess County serves as a regional commerce hub. Healthcare, retail,
manufacturing, colleges and universities, and outstanding public education resources
draw many dollars from across the region and southern Indiana to Daviess County.
These monies are used to further develop infrastructure, fund education, emergency
services and public protection, ultimately allowing below trend unemployment and
city and county governments which can afford to contribute to place-making efforts,
attracting young people to Daviess County through quality of life incentives and job
availability.

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)


Traditional agricultural production

Daviess County's commodity production includes approximately 60,000
acres of corn, 80,000 acres of soybeans, 10,000 acres of wheat, 1,600 acres
of burley and dark-air tobacco combined and 15,000 acres of forage
annually. In addition, Daviess County hosts beef cow calf enterprises, pork,
dairy and commercial broiler and turkey production.


Non-traditional agricultural production

The large population and opportunity of off-farm employment plays an
important role in allowing individuals to engage in unique agriculture
enterprises. Commercial horticulture crops such as vegetables and fruit have
a very important role in local agriculture as well as a large honey bee and
goat animal production segment. Organic interest continues to increase, and
while not widely adopted, producers are identifying that segment as well.



New & emerging agricultural production

New and emerging agricultural production in the county includes commercial
turkey, organic produce, canola grain, diversified vegetables, diversified fruit
and honeybees. In addition, crops grown for plant-made pharmaceuticals are
being researched and expansion of that market is a possibility for the future.


Tobacco dependency

Daviess County is heavily dependent on tobacco. While some farms chose
to end tobacco production, most increased production, doubling the amount
grown in some cases, in the post buyout era. Expansion in greenhouse,
curing, market preparation facilities, employee housing, and machine
infrastructure have continued at at rapid pace.
b. Demographic Data


Social data

98,218 = Daviess County Population
837= Active Farm & Ranch Families
3,165 = Associated with Farm Properties or Active Farms
$44,379 = median household income
87.4 = percent of 25 and older population with high school diploma
18.5 = percent of population with bachelor degree or higher



Economic data

Per 2013 Census of Agriculture
$177,400,000 = Crop Sales
$60,600,000 = Livestock
44,914 = Total Jobs in 2012
51,531 = Projected Total Jobs in 2022
6.7% = 2012 Unemployment Rate
2. Assessments of the County
a. Strengths

• Innovative, early adopter farm business organizations, and strong agricultural
leadership involved in organizations throughout county and state.
• The addition of commercial broiler and turkey production farms in our
agricultural enterprises, providing additional farm revenue, and opportunities in
production and fertility.• NRCS, FSA, and the support they provide farm
businesses through conservation incentive and high tunnel programs.
• The Daviess County Drainage board who provide oversight and input regarding
water drainage challenges. Willingness of our agricultural producers to stay
educated and up to date. Owensboro Regional Farmers Market is one of the
windows the public uses to view agriculture in Daviess County.

b. Weaknesses

• Low commodity prices
• Aging landowners and farmland sales for non farming interests.
• Decreased demand for tobacco
• Poor drainage and frequent urban and rural land flooding
• Communication with public
• Diversity in products sold at the Owensboro Regional Farmers Market

c. Opportunities

• Identify producers who are willing to publicly share their story.• Conduct
consumer education classes and utilize opportunities to write editorials.
• Utilize opportunities to partner with Farmers Market to conduct consumer
education classes.
• Reach out to schools in advance to determine opportunities to teach the
students about agriculture. Attend school events more often.
• Commodity check-off funds and adoption of similar program for horticultural
crops.• Friday After Five• Farm to School• School Agriculture Days• Producer
speaking engagements• Provide the Gate to Plate program quarterly.

d. Challenges

• Lack of diversity of goods marketed in Owensboro Regional Farmers Market
• Low crop prices
• Political correctness in schools
• Farmland sales in Daviess County, subdivision of large tracts.
• Increasing the number of poultry production facilities able to meet the property
guidelines.
• Lack of drainage and frequent flooding
• Food safety, all commodities
• Communication with the community
• Reaching out to the general public
3. County Council Objectives
a. Mission/Vision Statement

The Daviess County Agricultural Development Council, working on behalf of the
citizens of Daviess County and family farms, seeks to promote and encourage
projects and programs that will expand the agricultural base of this county and
region. The council serves as a resource for farmers to explore new enterprises,
preserve existing farming operations, and extend the marketing opportunities for
this region. We seek to foster an atmosphere of cooperation and agreement in
an effort to maintain our rural economy and its future for the next generation.

b. Short term goals

• Permanent Farmers Market location and structure with greater product
diversity, year- round selection, kitchen certified for value added, and producers
educating consumers.
• Improved flood control and drainage in Daviess County.
Continue development and implementation of agriculture development
opportunities provided through county agricultural investment program.
Provide opportunities for youth to explore and invest in agricultural enterprises.

c. Long term goals

Provide opportunities to foster increased production and market share of
commercial fruit and vegetable production through farm direct shipping and
member participation and public utilization of the Owensboro Regional Farmers
Market.
Reduce risk of agricultural losses and increase public safety through
implementation of flood control practices in the panther creek watershed.
Implement strategies which increase consumer awareness, understanding and
confidence in plant and animal agriculture production practices.
Develop and implement research based agricultural practices which increase
farm income, increase natural resource conservation and promote our industry.
d. Tactics for leveraging funds


Regional partnerships

Daviess County Fiscal Court
Kentucky Beef Network
Owensboro Regional Farmers Market
Daviess County Cattleman's Association
Daviess County Farm Bureau
Daviess County Soil Conservation District
Green River Area Beef Improvement Group


State Agricultural Development Board resources

Roger Thomas
Bill McCloskey
Wayne Mattingly
Kentucky Agriculture Development Fund
Kentucky Agriculture Finance Corporation



Other local/state/federal resources

Natural Resource Conservation Service
Farm Service Agency
Daviess County Public Schools
Daviess County Fiscal Court
Daviess County Farm Bureau
Green River Area Beef Improvement Group
3. Evaluation & Review
a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

Extension Agent Clint Hardy announces in newsletter and newspaper soon after
Master Settlement funds are appropriated that the county council is accepting
applications to administer CAIP program in Daviess county and unique,
non-CAIP applications.
Applications are delivered to Daviess County Agriculture Development Council
members to review one week prior to proposed meeting date. At the meeting, all
proposals are discussed and reviewed collectively prior to identifying priority and
forwarding to Governors office of Agriculture Policy.

b. How is success and failure measured?

Success and failure of all projects funded by a portion of Master Settlement
Agreement money provided to Daviess County by the Kentucky Agriculture
Development fund are reviewed annually through a document which is updated
each year by the Daviess County Cooperative Extension Service. The purpose
of this document is to identify the total amount of agriculture development funds
invested in Daviess County and track how they have been used.

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

A joint meeting of the Daviess County Agriculture Development Council and
Daviess County Extension Agricultural Program Advisory Committee was held in
early April to review the comprehensive plan process and initiate discussions
pertaining to revising the document to ensure its usefulness in developing
agriculture in Daviess County through 2020. The Extension office compiled
notes from this meeting and used them to revise the current plan. the council
will be mailed the plan one week prior to proposed next meeting date for review.
At the time of the next meeting they will provide feedback and vote to approve
the Daviess County Agriculture Development Council Comprehensive Plan
2015-2020. It will be emailed on or before July 1, 2015.
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