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McCracken County
Comprehensive Plan
Update
County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of the local
agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify programs and projects
best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.
The Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils throughout
this evaluation.
1. Overview of County

McCracken County is located in Western Kentucky in the Purchase region.
McCracken county is bound on the north by the Ohio and Tennessee rivers, Ballard
to the West, Marshall County to the east and Graves County to the South. Paducah,
the county's seat, is located on the Ohio River and has become the largest city in the
Purchase region with an ever-growing population of approximately 67,000 residents.
Paducah's strategic location resulted in the city becoming a marketing, assembly and
shipping point for agricultural production in the Purchase region area. The county is
diversified in agricultural production including corn, wheat, soybeans, hay, livestock,
dairy, poultry, tobacco, pecans, commercial vegetable, floriculture and nursery stock.
The geographical area is 248.74 (156,800 acres) square miles with 67,192 total
acres used for farm operations which represents 42.2% of the total land area.

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)


Traditional agricultural production

Total value of Crop sales in McCracken County for 2012 was $16,288,000.
Of the total value of sales wheat made up 42% of sales, corn 27%, soybeans
4%, tobacco 16%, fruits and vegetables 6%. The total value of animal sales
for McCracken County in 2012 was $5,945,000. Of the total value of animal
sales, poultry and eggs made up 67%, cattle and calves 24%, equine 7%.


Non-traditional agricultural production

Non-traditional agriculture in McCracken County can be described as urban
agriculture or homesteader agriculture. Many residents in McCracken County
strive to be self-sustainable through means of raising their own fruits,
vegetables, meats and dairy products.



New & emerging agricultural production

Beekeeping, viticulture and hops production are all emerging agricultural
areas in McCracken County due to a recent interest in wineries and
breweries as well as a demand for locally produced honey and beeswax
products.


Tobacco dependency

According to the 2012 Census of Agriculture, tobacco production in
McCracken County accounted for 16% of the total value of crop sales. That
would be an average of $2,606,080. However, the loss of tobacco income
had an influence on the number of part time farmers decreasing.

b. Demographic Data


Social data

In 2013 there were 28,000 households in McCracken County. Of those
households, 65% were family households and 35% non-family households. In
2013, 85.7% of the county's population was white, 11% African
American, .2% American Indian, .9% Asian, 2.1% two or more races, 2.3%
Hispanic or Latino, 2% foreign born persons. 86.9% obtained a high school
diploma, 22.5% earned a bachelor's degree or higher. Of the residents in
McCracken County, 64% are native Kentuckians.


Economic data

In McCracken County, 23% of residents 16 years and over are employed. Of
the working population, 1.9% is involved in the agriculture industry. The
majority of the working population (23.6%) is involved with educational
services, healthcare and social assistance. 13% works within the retail trade
and 11% work within the manufacturing industry. The estimated mean of
household income is $60,932.
2. Assessments of the County
a. Strengths

McCracken County has several thousand fertile acres in lower and upper river
bottom land that is rich with fertile soil. Our county has tremendous potential for
transportation either by rail, river or truck. This transportation advantage allows
for value added or niche market development. The county has unmatched
education system that ranks in the top ten in Kentucky. Public and private school
systems offer superior education opportunities. Post-secondary technical schools
provide excellent training opportunities in health, industry, construction trades
and high technology skills.

b. Weaknesses

To meet the residential and commercial needs of the county it is estimated that
McCracken County has lost 1,000 acres per year since 2000 to urban sprawl. In
1960 McCracken County's population was 57,306. In 2014 McCracken County's
population was 65,316. The rate of increase is drastically higher than most
counties in the Purchase region. With urban sprawl comes continued erosion of
production farmland to small farms or large urban landscapes. Many tillable
acres are now owned by non-farm families who aren't looking to use their land
for agricultural purposes. McCracken County lacks younger generation farmers,
therefore it is important to allow more residents to become self-sustainable
rather than relying on area farmers.
c. Opportunities

There are many opportunities for McCracken County residents within the
agricultural industry to diversify their production. Diversification may lend itself
non-traditional production such as catfish pay lakes, high quality alfalfa hay for
export, specialty grains such as milo, canola and hops, beekeeping and
viticulture. Additional opportunities exist to utilize value-added forest production.
There is also the opportunity for those involved in the agriculture industry to take
advantage of the local farmer's market and "shop local" initiative. McCracken
County residents are very inclined to shop from local resources.

d. Challenges

Low profitability for agriculture, coupled with competition from higher paying
non-farm jobs has caused land prices to increase, in some cases nearly double
over the past 10 years. Particularly in McCracken County, there has been a large
deal of land taken out of agriculture production and used for residential and
commercial purposes. With fewer tillable acres available, rental rates have
increased. Coupled with high cost of variable inputs such as fuel, soil fertility,
seed costs and equipment maintenance, production costs have risen 70% since
2008. McCracken County farmers have fewer opportunities to market
commodities at a higher level and reap value-added rewards.
3. County Council Objectives
a. Mission/Vision Statement

The mission statement of the McCracken County Agriculture Development
Council is to promote and support programs and activities that will sustain and
enhance agricultural profitability now and in the future. It is our goal to increase
the value of McCracken County agricultural production by supporting innovative
ideas in existing agriculture activities and support the development of new
opportunities. Our goal is to encourage better utilization of existing resources in
current farming activities and to develop new innovative enterprises.

b. Short term goals

a. Provide educational opportunities about crop diversification to farm families.
b. Provide McCracken County residents educational opportunities to learn about
the agriculture industry and food processes and encourage shopping local.
c. Seek training or additional education enabling farm families to supplement
their farming income.
d. Develop new alternative or supplemental enterprises.
e. Add value to existing farm activities.
f. Cooperate with other counties or regional Agriculture Development Councils
on economic development intiatives that will benefit McCracken County and
other area or regional farmers.
c. Long term goals

a. Promote more efficient use of county agricultural resources.
b. Add value to McCracken County's commodities.
c. Develop non-traditional farm enterprises.
d. Promote crop diversification and self-sustainability of farmers and residents.
e. Provide educational opportunities to county families about the agricultural
industry.
f. Establish profitable cooperative efforts in the area.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds


Regional partnerships

At this time, McCracken County continues to be, as it has been for several
years, a regional vanguard in agriculture industry firms, some of which
operate overseas. McCracken County has more than five regional banks
serving the areas producers and ranchers. The transportation hub that
McCracken County provides the region via rail, water and truck, allowing for
many opportunities for partnerships.



State Agricultural Development Board resources

The McCracken County Agricultural Development Council will seek guidance
and support from the state Agricultural Development Board to fund innovative
proposals that will increase the county and state's net farm income. In
addition, the county's council and state's board will seek to find new ways to
add value to Kentucky agricultural products.



Other local/state/federal resources

Members of the council will make an effort to serve on boards, agencies,
commodity groups and other associations that serve Kentucky's agricultural
industry. The Agriculture Development Council will serve as an cooperative
entity with other agencies to provide educational programs.

3. Evaluation & Review
a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

There are two appointed members of the agriculture development council, an
administrative entity and one non-member of the county agriculture development
council. This group will come together and discuss the applications and
proposals and vote on approval. The county's agriculture and natural resources
agent will mediate the evaluating process to ensure non-bias opinions.

b. How is success and failure measured?

Follow-up visits will be scheduled with those who were granted funds to ensure
the projects are appropriate and completed. Pictures and receipts will be kept on
file for documentation.

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

When new members rotate on the county's Agriculture Development Council,
they will have the opportunity to review the comprehensive plan, suggest edits
and then discuss those edits. Routinely, every three years the comprehensive
plan will be discussed and revised as needed.
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