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Meade County
Comprehensive Plan
Update
County Agricultural Development Councils have the responsibility to evaluate the needs of the local
agricultural economy. The updated County Comprehensive Plan should identify programs and projects
best suited for agricultural development fund investments in the County.
The Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy staff may provide guidance to county councils throughout
this evaluation.
1. Overview of County

Meade County is located on the Ohio River just southwest of Louisville, Kentucky.
With a diverse range of agricultural industry, the majority of the agricultural money
being generated from grain crops, livestock, and hay. Meade has 754 farms
averaging 158 acres each. Thirty-seven million dollars of agricultural products are
sold annually with a majority of the money being generated from grain and beef
cattle. Recently a riverport was constructed with a grain buying company opening up
as its first business that benefits the agricultural community.
Farm land is becoming scarce so land rent has increased drastically over the past
few years to $145/acre for cropland and $26/acre for pasture land.
The county now has an active farmers' market. Twelve vendors set up at the Meade
County Extension Pavilion throughout the summer. These vendors collectively gross
over $30,000 a summer.

a. Agricultural statistics, trends, & projections (i.e. Census Data)


Traditional agricultural production

Meade plants 18,000 acres of corn, 20,000 acres of soybeans, 5,000 acres
of wheat, and harvest approximately 25,000 cares of hay each year. Just a
few growers grow nearly 450 acres of tobacco. In the county there are
approximately 12 poultry broiler houses.


Non-traditional agricultural production

Meade County raises over 500 goats and has added some layer houses.
More people, consumers and farmers, are taking advantage of the farmers'
market which grosses over $30,000 per year.



New & emerging agricultural production

At this time most farmers are just trying to add value to products they already
are producing: developing and selling bred heifers, planting cover crops to
reduce fertility expenses and add organic matter to the soil, etc.



Tobacco dependency

Since the tobacco buyout only a few farmers reaise the burley tobacco.
These few rely heavily on the income provided by the several acres they
raise. As a whole the farmers of Meade County does not depend on income
from tobacco anymore.

b. Demographic Data


Social data

The population in Meade County is 29,237, 14% being urband and 86%
being rural. The population is 91% White, 3% African American, 3%
Hispanic, .5% Asian, .5% American Indian, and 2% two or more races. The
median age in the count is 35. The residents are 46% male and 54% female.



Economic data

The poverty level of Meade County is 209. The average yearly wage is
$31,000. Agriculture and related industry provide 44.7% of the employment,
manufacturing,15.3%, and educational related industry, 12.9%. Agriculture
contributes over $37,000,000 to the economy.

2. Assessments of the County
a. Strengths

Meade County has a variety of soils and topography making it suitable for both
forage and grain production. The largest part of the landowners in the county
own beef cattle in order to take advantage of our forage base.
The county also has a vast number of acres covered in hardwoods making more
attractive to the timber industry.
The location and road system of Meade County makes it easily accessible to
larger populations such as Louisville, Owensboro, and Elizabethtown.
The Ohio River borders several miles of north and northwest sides of the county,
which is a big plus for the newly open riverport.

b. Weaknesses

Lack of skilled, quality labor.
Rising input costs such as fertilizer and fuel.
Land resources are becoming limited.
There are not enough young farmers to take over the farming operations.
There are not enough affordable capital resources for new and existing farmers.
There is a lack of an adequate marketing structure for beef cattle and crops
produced.

c. Opportunities

The Meade County Ag Development Council has determined that opportunities
lie in our proximity to larger populations, our road system, railways, as well as
the Ohio River. Statistical information shows that farmers can produce cattle and
forages, however, statistics also show Meade County farmers receive less for
these product. Therefore, new innovative ideas are needed to take advantage of
our location. Also, marketing strategies need to b developed to improve the
income from what the county farmers already grow.

d. Challenges

The biggest, most immediate challenge has been input cost for Ag production.
Besides this, urban growth into the rural areas and high land prices tend to make
it impossible to expand common agriculture practices. Even though the Ohio
River may be an opportunity for transportation, it is a challenge due to its eroding
banks. Likewise, dependable labor is a challenge to any operation that requires
more than what the farm family can supply.

3. County Council Objectives
a. Mission/Vision Statement

The county council will identify and evaluate possible projects and programs that
will have a positive impact on the future of agriculture. The council will
recommend monies for innovative or improved ideas for new or existing
agriculture enterprises that have potential for economic gain.

b. Short term goals

The councils' short term objective is to divide available funds for projects that will
benefit the majority of the agricultural community.

c. Long term goals

The council's long term goal is to attract agriculture enterprises or businesses to
the are that will help improve already existing commodity prices. It also hopes to
stimulate local groups in developing marketing strategies for our beef industry as
well as new programs such as produce.

d. Tactics for leveraging funds


Regional partnerships

Matching money will be required by all applicants. Applicants can and should
try to use Phase I money for leveraging other funds. Priority will be given to
applicants that partner with others, both locally and regionally, with regional
proposals showing evidence of benefit to the county.



State Agricultural Development Board resources

Proposals will be evaluated using the same criteria and point system as does
the state board. Proposals will be evaluated quarterly.
Money amounts will not be limited, but will be judged by the council, based on
the project's merit.
Progress reports on the status of each project in the form of financial
statements will be provided to the council on a semi-annual basis.



Other local/state/federal resources

3. Evaluation & Review
a. How are proposals evaluated and does this process need modified?

Evaluation of proposals are based on how well projects fit into the
comprehensive plan. At this point the process is sufficient and satisfactory.

b. How is success and failure measured?

Completion of projects and the satisfaction or economic benefit they provide to
the community or the individual.

c. How will the county comprehensive plan be revised?

Reviewed annually and changed as needed with the agricultural needs of the
county.
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